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109-9. Originally issued as a special
number of The Library Chronicle.
The ten essays in this collection all
treat basically the same issue: how to
treat rare library materials with the most
up-to-date ,me thods and materials
available. The focus is made clear in the
subtitle; hence, there is nothing here on
the treatment of general library materials,
which would be the subject of a completely
different (and quite massive) book.
The opening eight essays treat bound

Oliphant, Dave, ed. Conseroation and
Preseroation of Humanities Research
Collections: Essays on Treatrrumt and
Care of Rare Books. ManUSCripts.
Photography, and Art on Paper and
Canvas. Austin, Texas: Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center, The
University of Texas at Austin, 1989.
166p. paper. $11.95, plus $1.50 for
postage and handling. ISBN 0-87959-

James N. Green is Curator of Printed Books at the Library Company of Philadelphia.
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manuscripts, burned fragments of a
typescript, the conservation of paintings,
cloth case-bound books, Gone with the
Wind story boards prepared for travel to
an exhibition, a fourteenth-century binding
structure, and a nineteenth-century
albumen print. All these essays are clear,
almost all are well written, and they are
quite interesting. If I 'had any quibble at
all, itwould be that there is some repetition
from one essay to the next. The authors
apparently did not see the work of the
other writers, so several times we are told
what pH is and what acidity is and how it
can be neutralized. Once would have
been enough.
But this is truly a small criticism for
such a good group of essays. Each is
informative and quite useful to librarians
and conservators. [I make this distinction
understanding that some conservators are
librarians as well.] In fact, it is clear that
the'writers have understood the important
issues of the preservation of meaningand what constitutes meaning in the various
media in question. As the ALA Curators
and Conservators Discussion Group
demonstrates, there must be an open
dialogue between these two groups. Many
a curator thinks he knows about
conservation; many conservators think
they know what the best treatment is for
a given item. But it is only when there is
a good deal of communication between
these two parties that the object can retain
its intellectual integrity to the greatest
degree possible after its treatment.
It is worth looking at a few of the essays
individually because of the specialized
kind of information that they offer. The
first piece in the book, by Karen Pavelka,
deals with. a manuscript of Byron's The
Siege of Corinth, that had been "extra
bound." The manuscript is what Pavelka
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calls a work "that had received improper
treatment in the past" (p. 23). She points
out that-especially for a manuscript "the
binding was not the original intent of the
author, and ... the binding was causing
damage to the manuscript leaves" (p. 24).
She concludes that "it was in the best
interest of the manuscript that it he
removed from the bound volume" (p.
26). She then gives a full description of
the document, explains the treatment
objectives and procedures, and shows
how the bound volume was partially
restored. Without saying so explicitly, she
implies that a full record of the treatment
is kept and is availahle to scholars who
want to learn about the provenance and
history of the manuscript. The essay is
clear, concise, thorough, and instructive.
Though conservators should know all about
the theories and practice presented here,
other library workers may not.
Ellen Weir's essay, "Conservation of
the Burned Fragments in the William
Faulkner Collection," deals with "the
treatment and preservation of text that
was acquired in severely damaged format"
(p. 57)-specifically burned fragments of
poetry by Faulkner. In the circumspect
manner of the rest of the essays in this
volume, Weir describes the fragments,
discusses twentieth century paper, explains
the documentation done on this project,
tells us what treatment was proposed,
shows how previous treatments had to be
reversed, and describesherown treatment
in detail. We see some of the many
conservation practices available, from
washing to treatments in ethyl alcohol
and ammonium hydrOxide, alkalinization,
use ofKlucel G,lining, and encapsulation.
Seldom can curators see in a Single essay
so many illuminating things about the
materials they may handle.
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Jill Whitten's essay on painting
conservation, Sue Murphy's on a Gone
with the Wind storyboard which was
treated and prepared for a traveling exhibit,
and Barbara Brown's on the conservation
of a nineteenth-century albumen printwhile beyond the purview of many
collections-still present basic conservation practices and procedures clearly
and informatively.
These essays are written for people
with some decent knowledge of
conservation; but even someone new to
the field will profit by them. All librarians
have a responsibility to do everything in
their power to preserve their collections.
They should become familiar with the
terminology, the treatments, and the
theories of conservation expressed here.
These essays describe not only the objects
handled-their condition and their
treatment-but also, the various options
open to the conservator and the reasons
for the decisions they made. Each object
that is discussed in the book is presented
to uS from its first handling in the laboratory
(sometimes even before it got to the lab)
to its final destination, back on the shelves
or in an exhibition case. The full intellectual
process from the description of the
problems to the completed treatment is
presented. Most of the prinCiples and
practices explained here are applicable to
every library collection, whether rare or
general.
This paperback is beautifully designed,
with generous margins, a clear typeface,
footnotes rather than endnotes, a
handsome title page, half title, and cover,
concise notes on contributors, and decent
(but not always great) illustrations. [On
page 100 is a pair of illustrations of the
same book before and after treatment; I
cannot tell which is which. And we are
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told that the binding is signed, but there
is no way to see this in these two very dark
images. The same is true of the before
and after pictures on page 94, which look
relatively the same.]
The last two essays in the collection
deal with the theory and practice of when
and why to house an item rather than to
treat it, and the establishment and
administration of a preservation program
at the UniversityofTexas general libraries.
Both essays are instructive of the way a
circumspect library program is proceeding
in the maintenance of its collection.
The recent trend to bring conservators
and curators together, to educate librarians
in the ways of preservation and
conservation, arewell served in this volume.
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Despite a few typographical errors, some
egocentrism and wordiness in an article
or two, and the fuzzy illustrations that I
mentioned, this is a valuable collection of
essays, and is strongly recommended for
all librarians and conservators.-Sidney
E. Berger, Curator of ManUSCripts,
AmericanAntiquarian SOciety, Worcester,
Massachusetts.
Cox, Richard J., with Judy Hohman.
Strengthening New York's Historical
Records Programs: A Self-Study Guide.
Albany, New York: State Archives and
Records Administration, 1989. 157p.,
inc!. glossary, paper. Available on
request from the State Archives and
Records Administration, Cultural
Education Center, Room lOA 75,
Albany, NY 12230.
McCarthy, Paul H. , ed. Archives
Assessment and Planning Workbook.
Chicago: Society ofAmerican Archivists,
1989. 57p. and 28p. of tables; looseleaf,
paper. $19 for members, $24 for
nonmembers.
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Professional associations and state and
local agencies with the desire or with
mandates to reach persons whose budgets
and responsibilities d e ny them the
opportunities of attending the multiplicity
of workshops, seminars, and annual
meetings that offer first-level training for
the novice, are producing a variety of selfhelp publications aimed at these persons.
The two volumes reviewed here are
interesting examples of how two different
bodies approached th e problem of
providing assistance to those persons
struggling to operate archival programs
under very difficult circumstances, in the
"Cupcake Corners Historical Societies,"
as former SAA Executive Director Ann
Campbell often described them.
The Archives Assessment and Planning
Workbook was produced by the Society

RlIIONMILLER
BOOKS
400 Summit Ave.

of American Archivists' Task Force on
Institutional Evaluation as one part of a
broad program in this area. It is intended
"to help you organize information about
your repository, systematically evaluate
it, and develop plans to improve that
program ." A larger purpose of the
Workbook is "strengthening the entire
archival profession" by guiding the user
in the self-study with principles derived
from the "theoretical elements that support
archival work."
The Guide, produced by the New York
State Archives and Records Administration
as part of an NHPRC Records Program
grant, has the same laudable goal as the
SAA Workbook: "to improve the
management ofour documentary heritage
by strengthening New York's historical
records repositories." While produced
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by a state agency for service within that
state, this book has much to offer to those
outside New York.
Both manuals cover the same topics in
their self·study sections devoted to the
review of an archives' program. New York
devotes Section 2 (eighty,six pages) to
"Essential Elements of Historical Records
Repository Programs ," and has subsections headed "GeneralAdministration,"
"Identification and Retention of Historical
Records, .... Preservation, .... Availabilityand
Use of Historical Records," and "Public
Program and Advocacy." The SAA
Workbook begins with several pages of
questions that elicit general information
on such topics as "Finances," "Staff," and
"Facilities and Equipment." These are
followed by "checklists" devoted to the
same topics. Because the Workbook is
looseleaf, it would be easy to prepare
working copies of the checklists. Each is
headed with a statement ofthe "Principles"
that apply, and a brief "Amplification" of
the principles. After filling out the checklist,
the user then completes a "Planning
Worksheet" based on the answers to the
checklist questions. This sheet is headed
with "Program Strengths," followed by
"Areas to Improve,"with sections for"Next
Actions," "Staff Resp[onsiblel," and so
on.
The Guide also states prinCiples at the
beginning of each section, emphasizing
them with adifferent typeface on a separate
page. A number of "Elements" make up
each section; there are eight under the
heading "General Administration." Each
element includes a succinct "Definition"
followed by "Purposes" and "Benefits."
An attractive feature for the uninitiated is
a number of examples taken from New
York repositories. At the end ofthe element
is a set of "Self-Study Questions" quite
similar to those in the SAA Workbook.
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The Workbook concludes with twentyeight pages of "Data Tables" derived from
an extensive surveyor archival insti tuti ons
conducted bySAA in 1985. "A final purpose
of the workbook is to help reduce the
isolation of individual institutions by
pennittingyou tocompareyourrepository's
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Business
Economics

resources and activities wi th archives of

similar size and character." These statistics
should be useful to "lone arrangers" in a
number of ways.

The Guide includes additional sections
on

"Fu nd

Raising,"

Social History
Social Sciences

"Coope rative

Approaches for Administering New York's
Historical Records," "Where to Tum for
More HeIr," and a "Glossary of Terms
Used in This Guide." The advice offered
in the thirty-five-rage section on "Fund
Raising" is sound and practical and would
be useful for any repository even though
the examples cited are from New York.
Self-study questions follow each division
of the text. While the seventeen pages
devoted to "Cooperative Approaches"
chiefly relate to New York, the text and
self-study questions have some general
application. Most of the associations and
other bodies recommended in the section
on "Where to Tum for More Help" are
New York or regionally-based. SAA ,
AASLH , NAGARA, and ARMA are
described while ACRL and RBMS are
not.

Both volumes have t'Ommendablegoals,
and fill them well. New York had a broader
purpose, took more care (The Workbook
needed far more attention from its copy
editor), and had the funds to produce a
volume of better quality. As a long-term
SAA member, and former chair of its
Editorial Board, it pains me to ret'Ommend
the Self-Study Guide over the Workbook.
The former is a better value, unless you
need the statistical tables.-Edmund
Berkeley.]r., Director, Special Collections
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Balsamo, Luigi. Bibliography: History
of a Tradition. Berkeley: Bernard M.
Rosenthal, 1990. $45.00, paperbound.
[Order from the publisher, PO B 5279,
Berkeley, CA 94705] ISBN 0-96000942-6.
Bernard Rosenthal, the Bay area
bookseller, knows as much as anyone
about bibliography as practiced on the
Continent. His own family has played a
prominent role in the Continental rare
book trade, and he himself was part of
what he calls the "gentle invasion" of the
American book trade by dealers trained
in this scholarly tradition. (See the review
of his book of that title in RBML, vol. 3,
no. 1.) For this reason, his name in the
imprint ofthis translation of a 1984 Italian
treatise on the history of bibliography
aroused exp ectations of a major
contribution to the already large literature
on the subject, and a fresh Continental
viewpoint on the question much debated
in the Anglo-American world, "what is
bibliography." These eXpectations were
met, and then some.
Luigi Balsamo is not a familiar name to
most of us. This appears to be the first of
his books to be translated into English.
Yet he has published at least a dozen
books in the past thirty years on
bibliography, library science, and the
history of printing, bookselling, and
libraries in Italy from the fifteenth to the
twentieth centuries. He is professor of
bibliography and library science at the
Istituto di Biblioteconomia e Paleografia
at the U niversityofParma, and also editor
of La Bibliofilia, Italy's major periodical
devoted to bibliography and the history
of the book.
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Professor Balsamo states at the outset
that before we can answer the question
"what is bibliography," we first must ask,
"what was it historically-and what
functions did it fulfill at different times
and places."Whenwe look at bibliography
historically, he says, we see that it was "an
intermediary between book producers
and the reading public. This role as
intermediary is realized in diffe rent ways,
depending on th e purpose of the
bibliography, a purpose which may involve
the promotion of study as well as the
more general one of selling books ." Note
the way "bibliography" imperceptibly
shades ofTinto "the bibliography." Professor
Balsamo sees bibliography in terms of
bibliographi es, and historically most
bibliographies have been lists of books
which help readers find what they want.
Publishers' advertise ments, booksellers'
catalogues, card catalogues, indexes of
scientific papers, and computer-based
union lists of library holdings are all
bibliographies by his definition, though
they do not call themselves by that name.
He does not want to tell us what
bibliography is or should be, but rather
what it has been. He wants to make sense
of its confusing history by analyzing scores
of particular bibliographies and placing
each in an historical context with respect
to other bibliographies and to
developments in scholarship, publishing,
religion and politics, as well as the theory
of bibliography itself.
The arrangement of the book is
chronological, with an introductory chapter
on ancient and medieval methods of
securing information about bookS, followed
by a chapter for each century from the
fifteenth to the twentieth. The figure who
dominates the early part of this history is
Conrad Gesner, who in 1545 published
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his Bibliotheca Universalis listing the
writings ofall the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew
authors, with critical remarks, information
on editions and prices, and a sophisticated
subject index. Balsamo writes, ''This first
universal bibliographic canon became, in
effect, an inclusive summaryofhumanism's
speCific accomplishments." This was the
early summit of bibliography, from which
everything went, so to speak, downhill.
The subsequent unravelling of humanism
was registered in bibliographies modelled
on Gesner but seeking to purge his canon
of Protestant heresy, such as the Jesuit
Possevino's contrastingly titled Counter
Reformation Bibliotheca Selecta (1593 ).
(The obverse of this purging was the
Index Librorum Prohibitorum, the
compilation ofwhich was greatly facilitated
by Gesner's subject index.) The
fragmentation ofthe Latin world oflearning
was re/lected in bibliographies devoted
to vernacular or contemporary writers, or
to even more minute divisions of the
universe of books such as writers of a
particular language, nationality, religiOUS
order, region, or city. The proliferation of
specialized bibliographies was also a
response to the /lood of books which
washed over Europe in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. All other attempts
at universal bibliography were drowned
in this /lood, yet in the attempt to keep
abreast most bibliography ceased to be
truly critical. By the endof the seventeenth
century the idea of bibliography itself was
splitting into the bibliography of scholars
and the bibliographyofbooksellers. (These
were the terms of the first debate about
the nature and function of bibliography,
a debate whose many turns this book
faithfully chronicles.) The bibliography
of scholars spawned the diSCiplines of
literary history, paleography, diplomatics,
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and textual bibliography. while the
bibliography of booksellers fostered
physical bibliography. typographical
analysis. a body of knowledge about rarity
and prices of books. and a new type of
reader. the bibliophile.
This is not meant to be a summary of
the book's argument. but rather an example
of what the author means by placing
bibliography in an historical context.
Another example is the catalytic role he
assigns to the French Revolution. The
dismantling of the libraries of the church
and the nobility released a flood of old
books. which prompted a new interest in
retrospective bibliographical contro!' At
the same time the efforts of the
revolutionary regime to bring order to
the mass of books stored in the &pOts
litt.mires speeded the development of a
new kind of bibliography. library science.
This drew equally from the bibliography
of scholars and the bibliography of
booksellers. but remained separate from
them. (1 was delighted toleam. for example.
that the subject classification system used
by my own library since the 1830s. which
I had thought eccentric. was the traditional
system of the Parisian booksellers.)
Professor Balsamo's account basically
ends with the nineteenth century. having
established the three traditions from which
most modern types of bibliography
descend. In a brief epilogue he argues
that the mainstream of bibliography today
is. as it was in Gesner's time. the quest for
universal bibliographiC control. which is
now the province of librarians. and
increasingly information scientists.
Bibliography remains for him primarily a
way for readers to find what they want in
the vast sea of books. but the traditional
intermediary. the list of books. has been
all but superseded by new technologies.

Despite this pervasive emphaSis on
lists ofbooks. other aspects of bibliography
are not entirely neglected. The extensive
discussion of the debates about the nature
of bibliography leads to an investigation
of bibliographical manuals (Naude. De
Bure. Peignot. etc.) and later treatises on
library science. The techniques of historical
bibliography. the growth of public and
academic libraries. and the rise of
bibliophily and antiquarian bookselling
are often mentioned and are placed in an
historical context. Nevertheless it should
be emphasized that this book is by no
means a history of those subjects. while it
is mostdefinitelyahistoryofbibliographies.
Those who practice historical. deSCriptive.
or textual bibliography. may feel that their
diSCiplines are outside of the mainstream
ofthe history of bibliography as interpreted
by Professor Balsamo.
This is not an easy book. Attempts at
summary seem risky since the author
himself prOvides so few signposts. scenic
overlooks. or resting places. The narrative
moves abruptly from ideas about
bibliography to deSCriptions of particular
bibliographies. or from one type of
bibliography to another quite different
one. often without recapitulation or
interpretation of the relations between
them. In too many cases suggestive ideas
are smothered by minute factual details
before they can be fully developed. while
other passages are given over entirely to
abstraction in alanguagewhichis academic
and Latinate without the compensation
of elegance. Although an excellent
bibliographiC essay on the modern
literature is appended. a classified list of
the early bibliographies discussed would
have been a real help in keeping them all
straight. A subject index. running heads.
and titles (rather than numbers) for the
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chapter subdivisions would also have
helped orient the reader.
Ultimately. however. the difficulty of
the book is due to the complexity of its
subject and the subtlety of its many
arguments. No other book on the history
of bibliography is so resolutely historical.
While others have merely recorded the
chronicle of bibliographical innovation.
or read its history from the twentieth
century backwards. Professor Balsamo
has tried to establish a sort of "great
tradition" extending from the Middle Ages
to the present which gives meaning and
coherence to the whole history of
bibliography. He has managed to place

bibliography nearer to the center of the
stage of European history than it has ever
been before. His book is full of brilliant
ideas with implications for the history of
the book. the history of learning. and the
history of ideas. It ought to spark debate
and to stimulate further research and
writing. but because it is so original and
so difficult. it may for a time be merely
esteemed and often cited. It will be
interesting to see its impact on AngloAmerican bibliography and book history
now that. thanks to the perspicacity of
Mr. Rosenthal and the translator William
Pettas. it is available in English.-Jarnes
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APPRAISALS of ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS
We are well known for undertaking virtually every major appraisal during
the past two decades. Unpublicized, however, are the hundreds of appraisals of
small archives not of great commercial value, but which require proper valuations at
minimum cost, with the most accurate descriptions and reports possible,
commensurate with their values. Our success at determining the appropriate
balance between these factors is based on our efficient practices, extensive
experience and qualified research staff.
Our normal procedure is to quote a firm appraisal fee· and give a general
range of the fair market value based on an examination of the institution's initial
inventory. There is no obligation to proceed with the appraisal and there is no
charge for this information, nor is there any fee charged if we believe the collection's
value does not warrant an appraisal.
Please contact Rosalie Fawcen with any questions you have. A brochure
describing our experiences and the institutions for whom we have done appraisals is
available, as is a reprint of an article by Kenneth W. Rendell, published by the
Society of American Archivists, "Tax Appraisals of Manuscript Olllections:'

RARE BOOKS &
MANUSCRIPTS
15 th·20th Century
Science, Medicine, Technology, Natural History,
Early printed &Illustrated Books.
Catalogues Issued.

B & L Rootenberg

e
'-

AB ':

AA •
~
~

Post Office Box 5049' Shermon Oaks, California 9'403
Telephone: {818} 788'7765
TeleJax: {818} 788.8839

@;
• ~ID

RECEN T PUBLI CATIONS

RARE AND
ILLUSTRATED
NATURAL HISTORY
AND TRAVEL BOOKS
AND PERIODICALS

FOREIGN BOOKS
and PERIODICALS
CURRENT OR OUT OF PRINT

SpeCla/llf'5 :

Search Service

DIETER SCHIERENBERG
Prinsengracht 485-487
1016 HP Amsterdam/
Netherlands

Bu ilding Spec ial Colle ctions

ALBERT J. PHIEBIG INC.
8 0)( 352. While Plains, N. Y. 10602 + 0352
Telephone : (9 14) 948·0 138

Catalogues free on request.

The

BOOKPRESS, 1Jd.
SPECIALISTS IN

The History and Making of Books. including works on color
printing. bookbinding. papermaking. and calligraphy.
Examples of Victorian Printing and Bookbinding techniques.
Techniques in the Applied Arts until the end of
the Nineteenth Century.
Books in Eighteenth Century American Libraries.
Social and Intellectual history.
Americana.
CATALOGUES ISSUED
PO. BoxKP· Williamsburg; Virginia 23187- (804)229·1260
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Publications
New Publication:
Preservation Microfilming: Planning & Production. 72p .• September
1989 ISBN 0·8389·7324-8 $12.00
Papers from the RTSD Preservation Microfilming Instirute. New Haven,
Connecticut, Apri121-23, 1988. Chapters by Wesley Boomgaarden, Myron
Chace, Margaret Bymes, Patricia McClung, Carolyn Harris, and Gay Walker.

Relilted Works from the Association
for Library Collections & Technical Services:
Preservation Education Directory, Compiled by Susan G. Swanzburg,
Rutgers University, for the PLMS Education Committee. 32p., June 1988
ISBN 0-8389-7225-X $4.00
A Core CoUection in Preservation. Compiled by Lisa L. Fox, SOLINET,
for the PLMS Education Committee. 24p., June 1988 ISBN 0-8389-7224-1
$5.00
Order from ALA Publications, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611

THE PHILADELPHIA RARE BOOKS
AND MANUSCRIPTS COMPANY
Early Printed Books • North and South Americana
Indigenous New World Languages
Travels • Music • Law • Bibles

Calalogues Issued· Wanl Lists Welcomed

Post Office Box 9536

Phil.delphi., Pennsyluni. 19124

(215) 744-6734

